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only in knowing and positing the object. Hence the Absolute is not
a mere identity but an identity in difference, not merely a static
result but also a dynamic process. Such is Hegel's claim.
Croce criticizes Hegel ior saying that the motive force of the
dialectical process is opposition or contradiction, and maintains
that this movement is possible even through the distincts. In
Croce's philosophy, dialectic moves through four distinct moments
of spirit, which are not opposed to each other. Mind or spirit has"
two main moments, the theoretical and the practical, the theo-
retical in its turn comprising the beautiful and the true, and the
practical comprising the useful and the good. These four moments,
which form a hierarchy and which Croce calls degrees of reality,
form the foundation of the four sciences, aesthetic, logic, eco-
nomic, and ethic. Though they are not opposed to each other, yet
each moment carries within itself its own opposite: the beautiful
the ugly, the true the false, the useful the harmful, and the good
the evil. Spirit is a continual process through these four distincts
containing their opposites.
While Croce's philosophy is called historical idealism, Gentile's
is designated actual idealism or idealism of mind as pure act.
Gentile is dissatisfied with Croce's scheme, because the latter's
moments are not deduced from spirit itself. So far as they are
given to mind, they transcend it, and immanence, which is chiefly
aimed at by Italian idealism, is not complete. Therefore Gentile
treats mind as a pure act which, by being conscious of itself,
makes itself its own object, that is, a fact. What is called fact is
only a past act. History presses forward through the dialectical
process, in which each moment or act of mind, in preserving its
predecessor within itself, negates it. Nature is the fact; but this
fact is part and parcel of history; and history, in its turn, is the
creation and forward movement of spirit, which is reflective, and
is therefore philosophy. Thus in the systems of both Croce and
Gentile, we see the conclusion arrived at that history and philo-
sophy are one and the same.
Mind in its aspect of imagination also is not lacking advocates.
Long ago Schlegel and Novalis, who were contemporaries of
Schelling and Hegel, held that the nature of the eternal truth^
could be understood in terms only of poetic imagination; and the^
philosophy of Novalis, who was a little more systematic than
Schlegel in his theories, was called magical idealism. Of the con-
temporary philosophers, Douglas Fawcett treatsTmagination as
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